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Great Escapes //
Missoula, Montana

and Other Places to Wet a Line

Western Momtana's-chill-billy bastion of mountain culture is just a long fiy cast from half a dozen
L I g Tl
warlo-class trout streams Lrab your rod and ditch your watch-4'ou're on river time. By Brian Kevin e ——

Fly-fshing in westem
Montana is egual

parts sportsmanship,
DaCkCoumtTy adventure
and meditation. Mot
surprisingly, the state's
fiEhest troul streams

alsn tend 1o be its
mast scenic, and Tor
many die-hard anglers
in Bitterroot country,
the quest for lunker
trout 1 sefondary 1o
the search tor solitude
and modivtain beauty
Though catch-and-
release is the norm for
most serious Montana
anglers, regulations
vary from stream to
stream, Missoula's
plentiful fly shops can
hiook wow wp with infio,
plhus a fishing license,
3 Tew woolly buggers
and maybe a guide,
The Kingfisher is

a local fave, with a
cornucopia of flies, The
Missoulian Angler =
another=return rental
gear an the right night
and you might catch

a reading by nature
writers from the
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9 Barmice's Bakery
10 The Bitterroct Bt
11 Fresh milis at
Bamices Bakery

12 Dadslelre e Hotel

P E SO A B et Er

sheep on your way in
and near the end of the
al-mile, mostly gravel
Hock Cresk Boad, biry
Philipsburg hazs a soda-
!,'|:|_|_r_:-|1|: e street that
masnt |:||{:ﬁ:||_:|,| rrich im
I:.Il.:: i L

Rock Crossk fomds
ther 3230-rmile Clark
Fark HI\I‘EE., which rirs
r|'|r-;1uqr| denyniowm
Miceouls East of The
oty T uppar rives
his been acologically
dermaged fromm maning
waste, but flnat-fishing
wiest of Tower wall turm
up fet reinbows and
krockout viewes of the
gitterroot Mountain
foothills Just take out
hefore the Alberton
Garge, where Missoula
rafting guides run trips
through frothy clesa N
and IV wihitawater.

and fed by mountain
runoff—that joins the
Clark Fork just sast of
bown, It B0 fishable
miles are wooded
and tranquil soks a
favarte spat af angiers
.*5-;:|:|l||||; epchusion amd
Monbang s goreous
natree cutthroats Take a
zide trip aff tha :;||:|;.'||:r_:r'-|
Stake Hi :]lll.l'i'd':,' 200 1
spp claphoard shantges
ot Garnet Ghost Town,
one of the West's
best-presereed burm-
of-the-cantury mining
outposis

In its namesaks
walley south of Masoula,
the slower Bitterroot
River 15 glive with insact
hatches all summer
great for fshimg with
dry flies Floaters gawk
at the BO0C-foot
paake of the Bitterroot
Mountains, a jagged
ehyline parallaling the

Wational Wildlife
Refuge to spot bald
eagles, ospray and
hordes of migrating

waterfowl
For Migsoulas crowds

ot Carhartt hipsters
El"l-'gll"'g IS 3 sacramant
that is rivaled only

by besr-drinking, and
Iowers of suds will

find five excellent
microbreweries
greiyirag the region, To
hietter accommodate
rwver tnps, tho Kettle
House Brewing Co.
cang hoors such as

its Cesubbe Haul 1P&
[marmed for a fly-fishing
bechminuee]. angd i Bhe
Bitterroot, Stevensyilles
Blackamith Brewing
Company stays packed
wirth ackeanture ypes
caming off the raer

Blackfoot River

|Rock Creek |

| Clark Fork River

Where to Stay:
Daubletres Hotel
Missoula/Edgewater bas
a renrside locatonwhere
anglers wade dirnctly
intn the Clark Fork from
the: snazay cochkdas deck
Outsice of town, The
Ranch st Rock Creek =
Mortanas newest rustic-
fupe spuerting ledoe.

University of Montana wastt i i The Blackfoot River river's entire coursa. ar the mountzin '

Twenty minutes 4 Brireim brout from & i5 3 classic “freestona’ Towns in the Bitterroot Grab a stoaol :‘l'lll'nm :EH :
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is the arder of the day, =F Resort st Paws Up s e
and S ||'|5{'||I' hrook, :_ ;Ii O the Clark Eark of Martanas anky fasa-cha
rainbow, cutthroat £ tawntown Missoula, ballzy diring rooms.
and brown trowt hide & i pawidiers ling up bo shoel
in the creek's myriad = e YRR xSty
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